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PEACE  
 

Each of us is responsible for choosing to look at the world through the 

eyes of peace. Sounds easy, and, often it is until… someone betrays 

our trust, gets the promotion we think we deserve, hurts our reputation, 

cuts us off on the road, etc. How do we react when we are wronged?  

 

Why so often do we want to get even? Why is peace so hard for us to 

learn?  It is because we are human and have human shortcomings. It is 

because of those flaws that God sent us His Son, Jesus, the Prince of 

Peace.  Jesus told us that He came to bring us peace, to teach us to 

walk in the path of peace. He came to teach us what we need to learn most...to be people of peace.  

 

So, where does peace begin? It begins in each of us when the Prince of Peace comes to live in us. When the 

goodness of Jesus Christ lives in you, you do not want to hurt or harm another person.  

 

Peace is our responsibility. We must use the peace of Christ to create peace in the world. We do this by sharing 

the peace of Christ with others. The greater the number of people who share the peace of Christ, the greater the 

potential for peace in the world. If we want peace in the world we have to work for justice and righteousness. 

As long as there are injustices in the world, there will never be peace. Peace always follows after justice  

and righteousness. Justice is the desire for fairness. Righteousness is concerned with forgiveness.  

 

Justice and righteousness. Fairness and forgiveness. That’s where peace starts. Is there someone we are treating 

unfairly? Is there someone we need to forgive? Let’s take it one day at a time. Let’s let Jesus lead us on our 

journey toward peace.  
 

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 

   And the government will rest on His shoulders; 

   And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

   Eternal Father, Prince of Peace”  

                                                                                                                                       Isaiah 9:6                                          

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isaiah%209.6


FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

Some of the photos in this issue of Paschal Life give you only a glimpse of the 

“awesome autumn” we had here at SPB!  We’re off to an exciting school year, had a 

wonderful Leadership Day with our parish leaders, are moving forward with the 

Strategic Planning process, enjoyed Oktoberfest and Trunk or Treat, initiated the 

Grateful Giving Offertory Enhancement program, continue with Community at Prayer, 

participated in Kick-It-For-Cancer and the Sutcliffe family benefit, etc. etc.  WOW!  

Just typing a few of these things gets me exhausted knowing all the wonderful 

volunteer hours and commitments that were made by so many of our parishioners.  We 

are blessed by your constant care and commitment. 

 

This time of the year we cannot help but turn to the reason for the seasons – Thanksgiving and giving praise to 

our God who is so generous and caring with us!  We worship and gather regularly to honor the God who gives 

us so much!  And our hearts are turning quickly toward Advent & Christmas Time, remember that we wait for 

the Lord to return and we build God’s kingdom in the meantime.  Furthermore, we look forward to the Prince of 

Peace coming and dispelling the darkness in our world.  BUT GOD NEEDS US!  God needs us to live our 

LIGHT OF Faith, our gift of peace and share EUCHARIST – Our Thanksgiving – with the world, so that they 

may always know that God is with us (EMMANUEL!) 

 

May the holy days and times ahead fill your hearts with the joy of the Lord.  I am grateful and edified by the 

witness of faith of our parishioners.  Thank you!!!  As we look forward to a new year, may God continue to 

bless you and your families.  And may you share that faith to bring others back to God by your examples of 

sharing God’s love and care.  You do this so well at SPB!  May we continue to bring our joy and church into the 

world, transforming our world one person and event at a time! 

 

See you at Sunday Mass and let’s continue to pray for each other! 

 

 

In Christ our Eucharist, 

 
Reverend John Thomas Lane, SSS 

Pastor 
 

 



PARISH NEWS  

 

From the Development Office 

 

Thank you for your generosity this past year. Your contributions express your gratitude to Jesus as He works 

through us at Saint Paschal Baylon parish. As this year draws to a close, many of us reflect and give thanks for 

the ways God has enriched our lives and blessed us with so much. 

 

For those who may be considering a year-end gift, we offer some suggestions: 

 

Gifts to the Endowment Fund or Giving Is Fundamental To Success (GIFTS) Campaign. Each of these 

initiatives is a commitment that empowers our school community to provide a superior education in a Catholic 

Christian environment. 

 

Memorial gift. A memorial gift to honor a loved one is an appropriate and meaningful way to celebrate the life 

of one important to you. 

 

Gifts of Appreciated Securities. Consider a gift of stock that you have held for more than one year and that 

has increased substantially in value. You may receive a charitable deduction for the fair market value of the 

assets on the date the gift was donated and avoid federal capital gains tax. Check with your tax advisor to 

determine if this type of gift is right for you. 

 

Gift of Life Insurance. If you have a Whole Life Policy you no longer need, naming the church as owner and 

beneficiary of that policy provides an easy way to make a gift and receive a current income tax deduction. 

Policies that make good gifts include those for which their primary purpose no longer exists (i.e. protection of 

grown children’s college tuition or mortgage insurance for a paid home). Any future premium payments you 

make on a donated policy may also be tax deductible. 

 

Gifts from an IRA. Making gifts from an IRA or similar retirement plan may result in little or no tax on those 

withdrawals. If you itemize your deductions you should plan to report the amount 

withdrawn along with an offsetting charitable deduction. Check with your tax 

advisors. 

 

Gifts from a Will. Consider making a bequest from your will or Living Trust. A 

bequest is an exceptional way to leave a legacy to Saint Paschal Baylon Church as 

a testimony of your faith. If you already have a will, a simple codicil is all that is 

required to make a bequest. 

 

If you choose to simply make a cash or check donation to Saint Paschal Baylon Church, please place it in an 

envelope with your name and address, so that your gift will be credited on your church offering statement. If 

you write a check, it must be dated 2014, and must be postmarked or dropped off by December 31, 2014. 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWS 

 

An Awesome Autumn  

This fall has been jam-packed with plenty of activities and special events. It is such a blessing to join with one 

another to pray, celebrate and enjoy each other’s company. 

We gathered together in silent prayer as part of the National Prayer Chain for Life. Our pets received a special 

blessing on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Students and faculty took part in our annual Walk-a-Thon, 

sponsored by the Guild and PTO. It raised more than $21,000! Those were some very impressive steps!  

What would fall be without our annual Oktoberfest? How about that wonderful choir-made sausage (under the 

direction of Fr. Paul) and German potato salad? Thanks to the Youth Ministry for sponsoring our Trunk or 

Treat, a really sweet deal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWS  

 

Strategic Plan Nears Completion 

At Leadership Day September 2013, the Pastoral Council and Pastoral Staff mandated the creation of a 5-year 

strategic plan and an ad hoc committee to develop it.  The chief goal of the Strategic Planning Committee was 

to create a dynamic plan that builds upon our vibrant SPB parish community and continues our rich legacy.  

Since January 2014, the committee volunteered hundreds of hours and gathered weekly or through online 

work.  Parish leaders from various ministries served on the committee and sought assistance and guidance from 

The Weatherhead School of Management at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio.  Also, input 

through surveys and interviews from hundreds of parishioners played a vital role in development of the plan. It 

took eleven months to complete.   

 

This Strategic Plan is a “living document” that will guide and direct the parish over the next five years and 

beyond.  It builds upon our rich heritage and traditions fostered in our parish. It provides a cohesive direction to 

ensure a successful and meaningful parish for our future in the Diocese of Cleveland and our community.  
  

The Strategic Plan identifies priorities that will guide the activities of the parish and resource decisions in each 

of the following areas: Spirituality; School; Youth and Family; Outreach; Social Justice and Community 

Service; Stewardship; Community Awareness; and Governance and Operations. 
  

The plan will be completed in January, and will be shared with the parish community.  The document will 

promote our future rooted in mission and values, and focuses us to achieve these dreams by building a greater 

communion in our parish and our neighborhood.  
  

Seasonal Reminders 
Advent - Make ready the way of the Lord! Prepare yourself!  We offer several 

opportunities to prepare our hearts to celebrate Christ’s birthday. 

 

Penance Services 

Monday, December 15: 7 p.m. (Saint Paschal Baylon)  

Thursday, December 18: 7 p.m. (Saint Clare)   

 

Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 21: 3 p.m. (Children and Adult Choirs) 
 

 Holy Christmas - We invite family and friends near and far to join us as we 

celebrate Christ’s birth.  

Wednesday, December 24: 4 p.m. (Young Adult Choir) 

    7 p.m. and 10 p.m. (Adult Choir) 

Thursday, December 25:  9 a.m. and 11 a.m. (Children’s Choir and Pageant) 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

Wednesday, December 31: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 
 

Thursday, January 1:   9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
 

Please check the bulletin or website for any updates 

to the Mass schedule for the Christmas octave. 

Christmas season ends on Sunday, January 11, with the Feast of Lord’s Baptism. 



 



MINISTRY NEWS  
 

Youth Ministry Gives Cancer a Kick 

 
This year, the Youth Group gave it their best shot, raising more than 

$2,400 as they participated in Kick-It-For-Cancer. Eight teams played in 

honor of nine-year old parishioner, Robert Burns. Robert was diagnosed in 

July 2011 with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) at age 5. Along with 

intravenous chemotherapy treatments, he has taken oral chemotherapy at 

home for 1100 days. On October 31st, Robert received his final 

chemotherapy treatment. 

 

 “Our Youth Group has been inspired by Robert’s courageous battle and 

perseverance,” said Mrs. Evamarie Mickol, Director of Youth Ministry at 

Saint Paschal Baylon. “They gave their all to help kick cancer.” 

 

Kick-It-For-Cancer is an all-volunteer effort where kids help other kids 

fighting cancer by raising funds for pediatric cancer research through kickball. There is one simple goal- to 

accelerate a cure for children with cancer.   

Kick-It was founded by a 10-year-old cancer patient from Ohio during his second battle with cancer. He asked 

his parents if he could have a kickball game to raise money for research. Five hundred people came to support 

him and launched his big dream to cure cancer through his favorite game. 

ALUMNI NEWS  
  

And the winner is… 

 

Emily Mekesa, a technical supervisor at Fox, recently received an Emmy 

for her work on NASCAR.  Emily is Saint Paschal Baylon Class of 2001. 

Congratulations! 

 

We would like to hear from other Saint Paschal alum. Have an interesting 

job? Receive a promotion? Move out of town? Have a baby? Retire? Please 

let us know what you are doing now. Send your information to: 

development@saintpaschal.com. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following individuals for contributing content, photos or information:  Reverend John Thomas Lane, SSS; Carol 

Jansky, Patty Knezevic, Shanon Mekesa-Ellis, and Evamarie Mickol. 
 

Communications regarding this publication may be directed to the Development Office at 5384 Wilson Mills Road, Highland Heights, 

OH 44143 or 440.442.3410.  Articles, information, photos, updates, letters to the editor and corrections are welcome.  All submissions 

must include the sender’s name and contact information, and the editor reserves the right to edit letters.  Submission deadline for the 

next issue is March 14, 2015. 

 

mailto:development@saintpaschal.com


UPCOMING SAINT PASCHAL BAYLON EVENTS 
 

Breakfast with Santa     December 20         Catholic Schools Week       January 25-31   

Taste of the Town          January 31         Spring Fashion Show          March 19 

Saint Paschal Baylon Mission Statement:  Saint Paschal Baylon is a joyful, welcoming community centered 

in the Eucharist.  Through our prayer and liturgy, we are empowered to grow in faith, love and service. 

 

Pastoral and School Staff 
Deacon Joseph Bourgeois, SSS, Pastoral Associate, 

   ext 108 

Deacon Robert Bowers, Pastoral Associate, ext 100 

Father John Christman, SSS, Parochial Vicar, ext 110 

Teri Drda, Co-Director of Development, ext 109  

Roger Fisher, Maintenance Supervisor, ext 100 

Carol Jansky, Principal, 440.442.6766 

 

 

 Patty Knezevic, Business Manager, ext 101 

Father John Thomas Lane, SSS, Pastor, ext 111 

Evamarie Mickol, Youth Minister, ext 102 

Julie Parrotta, Music & Liturgy Minister, ext 113 

George & Anna Peko, Catechetical Leaders, ext 107 

Kathy Pohlhammer, Co-Director of Development, ext 109 

Stefi Somrack, Parish Office Receptionist, ext 100

 

 

 

Our Worship Life 

Weekend Mass:  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon, 7:00 p.m., Saturday vigil 4:30 p.m.  

Weekday Masses:  6:30 a.m. (Tues. only), 9:00 a.m. (M through Sa), 12:15 p.m. (M, W only)  

Rite of Penance: Any time by appointment or Saturday from 3:30 – 4:15 p.m. in the church 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saint Paschal Baylon Roman Catholic Community 
5384 Wilson Mills Road 
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Parish Office:  440.442.3410 
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